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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 04356 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, CA 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN PARTICIPATION IN UNTAG FOR NAMIBIA? 

REF: USUN 3411 

1 . IN A RECENT BRIEF ARTICLE ON UN PEACEKEEPING PLANS 
FOR NAMIBIA, THE CANADIAN PRESS QUOTED TONY ADVOKAAT, 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF UN POLITICAL AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, AS SAYING THAT CANADA'S ROLE IN THE 

UN TRANSITIONAL GROUP (UNTAG) WOULD PROBABLY BE "MINIMAL" 

BECAUSE THE CANADIAN MILITARY ARE ALREADY HEAVILY 
INVOLVED IN UN PEACEKEEPING EFFORTS IN CYPRUS AND THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 
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2. COMMENT: ADVOKAAT SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD US THAT EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS AND DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE ARE PREPARING 
FOR THE CABINET A MEMORANDUM DEFINING VARIOUS OPTIONS 
FOR POSSIBLE CANADIAN PARTICIPATION IN UNTAG. THESE 
OPTIONS INCLUDE: SIMPLY OFFERING CIVILIAN ELECTORAL 
OBSERVERS; PROVIDING A CONTINGENT OF RCMP OFFICERS TO 
MONITOR LOCAL POLICE FORCES IN NAMIBIA; AND SENDING A 
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BATTALION FROM THE CANADIAN FORCES (PROBABLY FROM THE 
AIRBORNE REGIMENT AT PETAWAWA). NO DECISION HAS YET 
BEEN MADE ON WHICH OPTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CABINET. 

3. THE CANADIAN DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE, AS 
WELL AS OTHER MINISTRIES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, 

HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO REDUCE EXPENDITURES AS TRUDEAU HAS 
RECENTLY DONNED THE PUBLIC MANTEL OF THRIFTINESS. 

FOR THIS REASON, AND IN VIEW OF THE GOC'S EXPERIENCE IN 
CYPRUS, WE BELIEVE THAT THE CABINET'S EVENTUAL DECISION 
ON A CANADIAN ROLE IN UNTAG WILL BE STRONGLY INFLUENCED 
BY WHETHER THERE IS AGREEMENT TO FINANCE THE NAMIBIAN 
OPERATION THROUGH THE REGULAR UN BUDGET. 
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